
“Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”  

-Psalm 133:1 

How are things going in Royston? This is a question I am asked often by members of this congregation, 

others in the Royston community, and friends, family, and colleagues from outside of our town. My answer 

may be slightly different depending on who is asking the question and if they add a clarifier like: …are you 

and your family adjusting well? …how is the church? …how is Mary Kate? …how are Dorothy and Adeline? 

But, the heart of my answer is always, GREAT! We are home! 

It has only been 9 months since the Deals moved to Royston and I began serving as Pastor with this 

incredible congregation, but it didn’t even take 1 for my family to become a part of this family. 

This church is home. This town and community is home. We are home. 

This congregation, just like its individual members, is not perfect, but it is being perfected by and in and 

through Jesus Christ who is the tie that binds us together in unity. Royston Baptist Church is a special 

place, but more than that, Royston Baptist Church is a special community, and there is something good 

and pleasant going on here. 

And, so, whether you have been a part of RBC since the ground was first broken and the first bricks were 

laid, or you “married in” to the family, or you visited once and decided to stay, or you get this newsletter 

because you are the pastor’s grandmother, it is my hope that know just how special this community of faith 

is. I hope you feel at home here.  

This church is not confined to these brick walls on the corner of Church and Cook Streets; this church is 

the people that do life together here and beyond. This community is close-knit but not closed off; this 

church is not an exclusive social club that is only open to those on the inside. Rather, this is a family whose 

table always has extra seats, and whose tree welcomes the growth of new branches. This church and its 

people are bound together in the unity of Christ. 

Royston Baptist Church is home. I’m glad to be a part of the family.  
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As I reflect on 12 years of our 

life together at RBC, I am awed 

at how God has magnificently 

knit us together through the 

many changes we have 

experienced. These changes 

have come to us in the forms of 

both blessings and challenges 

and give us the identity we 

have today. Each person has a 

unique part in shaping our life 

together. This is reflected in 

not only in our corporate 

worship but carries beyond into 

our every life. As family, we are 

entwined. A few examples of 

this are when we: 

• Receive grace in times of 

need and give grace and 

mercy in return together. 

• Love one another’s 

children, grandchildren, 

and great-grandchildren 

and pray them through the 

storms of life together. 

• Gather around the table 

together to share life in one 

another’s homes, or in 

coffee shops, restaurants, 

the park. 

• Labor together to serve as 

Jesus did through mission’s 

outreach to the community 

and beyond. 

• Get out of our comfort zone 

by making changes for the 

benefit of others and 

church growth. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes in 

his book Life Together: The 

Classic Exploration of Christian 

Community that, “God has 

prepared for Himself one great 

song of praise throughout 

eternity, and those who enter 

the community of God join in 

this song. It is the song that the 

‘morning stars sang together 

and all the sons of God shouted 

for joy’ at the creation of the 

world. (Job 38:7). It is the 

victory song of the children of 

Israel after passing through the 

Red Sea, the Magnificat of Mary 

after the annunciation, the 

song of Paul and Silas in the 

night of prison, the song of the 

singers on the sea of glass after 

their rescue, the ‘song of Moses 

the servant of God, and the 

song of the Lamb’ (Rev. 15:3) It 

is the song of the heavenly 

fellowship.”  
 

May we continue life together 

in this heavenly fellowship! 

Life Together in Heavenly Fellowship By Deborah Herring 

Over the past month, the youth 

and I have been studying a cur-

riculum about 1 Peter. Between 

talking about submitting to au-

thority and accepting God's call 

in our lives, the thing that has 

stuck out to me the most is that 

we are to be set apart from the 

rest of the world. 1 Peter 2 ex-

plains that we are God's people. 

Peter urges us to abstain from 

the passions of the flesh that 

wage war against our soul. This 

separates us from other people 

on the surface. We must under-

stand where we get the 

strength in order to do these 

things. In this season of lent, 

many people are trying to not 

do things or give up things that 

they usually do. This can be 

hard, and without any help it 

can be even harder.  However, 

Peter encourages us to long for 

spiritual milk so that we may 

grow in our salvation. Jesus was 

able to make sacrifices based 

on the love that He has for us, 

and we make sacrifices for Him 

in the same way. Peter under-

stands that spending time with 

Him and having that love over-

flow into our daily lives is the 

easiest way to do what He has 

commanded. When we rely on 

His promises and trust in His 

unfailing love, we can be better 

equipped to serve Him in every 

aspect of our lives. 

Living Faithfully by Andrew Smith 
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Feeling at Home By Sara Freeman 
It has already been two months 

since I began serving at 

Royston Baptist Church and I 

am overwhelmed with how at 

ease I already feel among the 

people who are members of 

this community. When people 

ask me how I am adjusting to 

this new family and new role I 

can answer without hesitation, 

"Honestly, I am loving it." 

Sometimes I receive 

questionable looks that seem to 

ask, "But how are 

you really doing?" I can't help 

but smile and reply, "No, really. 

I love it there!" 

Life at Royston Baptist Church 

has been more than just 

showing up to church on 

Wednesday nights and Sunday 

mornings, but instead I have 

felt myself slowly being 

integrated into the lives of the 

people I have encountered. I 

have not been welcomed solely 

as the new Children's Minister, 

but as a new family member. I 

have been loved on, 

encouraged, and challenged. It 

has not been merely adjusting 

to a new schedule and a new 

workplace. Instead, it has felt 

like coming to a new home, 

hanging new pictures on the 

walls, kicking off my shoes, and 

being welcomed with a hug and 

a smile.  

I have felt the love of Christ in 

all of these moments and new 

beginnings, seeped into each 

touch and overflowing out of 

every prayer and call to live out 

the love we have been so 

graciously given. This 

community is not one that says, 

"Only few are welcome." This 

family beckons, "We are filled 

to the brim with people who 

are loved and are loving others. 

But, we are always looking for 

others to join us. There is 

always room in this house." 

New Life Together By Mary Kate Deal 
When we were prayerfully 

considering moving to Royston, 

I struggled with leaving behind 

friends who had become family, 

a job that I loved, and the only 

church the girls had ever 

known.  But as I said then, 

sometimes God calls you before 

you’re ready, and that’s where I 

had to have faith that we were 

following a God who is even 

more faithful than I could 

dream of being.  Admittedly, 

I’ve always called myself a small

-town girl.  I’ve always felt most 

at home on quiet roads and in a 

slower pace of life and for that 

reason, leaving a quarter-

million resident capital city 

wasn’t that difficult.   

From the first time I met Zadie 

and Vanessa in the church 

parking lot before anything had 

been made official, to sitting in 

your homes enjoying meals 

together, to worshipping and 

fellowshipping with you all on 

Sundays and Wednesdays, I can 

truly say that I am so thankful 

that we followed God’s call.  

Because while we might all 

think differently or work 

differently or believe 

differently, the truth remains: 

we are all just doing our best to 

follow a faithful God.  Some 

days are easier than others, but 

I know that I have a church 

family who will pray for me and 

set aside any differences to 

come together to lighten the 

load.  Because even 9 months 

later, there are still days when I 

miss things about Richmond, 

VA...but there are even more 

when I praise God for bringing 

us into a community with new 

friends who are becoming 

family, for providing a job that I  

love, and for putting people in 

the girls’ lives to show them 

that Church is not just a 

building, but a collection of 

many different people coming 

together just doing our best to 

follow a faithful God.   
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In the Chris Tiller Memorial Library 
This month, come check out the following books: 

• 24 Hours That Changed the World by Adam Hamilton 

• And the Angels Were Silent and He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado 

• The First Easter by Peter Marshall 
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